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KING $S 
Moſt Excellent 


ESTY. 


May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, 
YT Hen the diſtempered Nation, wearied with its 
own Contentions and Divikons, did groan for 
Y Unity and Peace, (the wonderfull Providence 
; off the moſt Righteous God appearing for the 
removal of Impediments ) their eyes were upon your Majeſty, 
as the perſan born to be (under God) the Center of their 
Concord; and tanght by Aﬀfiiſtion to break the bonds of 
the Afliged, and: by experience of the fad effe&s of. mens 
uncharitableneſs, ' and pailions, to reftrain all from violence 
and extremity, and keep up moderation and mediocrity, the 
Oil of Charity and Peace: And when your ſubjefts defres 
were accomplifked in your Majeftics peaceable pofleflion. of 
theThrone, x wasthe joy arid encouragement of the Sober and 
Religious, . that you began-the exerciſe of your Government, 
with a Proclamation full of Chriſtian Zeal againft Debaucke. 
1y and Profaneneſs., declaring alſo your daflike of | thoſg 
who under pretence of Aﬀe&ion to your Majeſty, and your 
Service, aflume to themſelves the liberty of reviliag, threat. 
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ning, and reproaching others, to prevent the Reconciliation 
and Union of hearts and afte&ions, which can only (with: 
Gods bleſſing) make us rejoyce in each other] Our comforts 
alſo were carrizd on by Your Majefties early, and ready enter- 
tainment of Motions for accommodation in thoſe points of 


| nw ee Worſhip, in which we diſagreed, and Your- 


profeſſed” Reſolutions ro draw us together by mutual ap- 
proaches, and'publiſhing Your healing Declaration, which 
was received with thanks of Your Houſe of Commons, and 
the applauſe of. the people, and the ſpecial joy of-thote that 
longed for Concord and Tranquullity 1n the Church. In which 
Your Majeſty declared fo much facisfation in the-foundaticns 
of Agreement already laid, for that You [ſhould think Your ſelf 
very unfortunate,, and ſuſpe& that You are defe&ive in the 
Adminiſtration. of Government, if any ſuperftruf&ures ſhould 
{lack thoſe foundations, and contra or lefſen thebleſſed gift of 
Charity, which 1a vitat part of Chriſtian Rehgion; *- - 

And as in the faid gracious Declaration Your Majeſty reſol- 
ved to | appoint an equal number of Learned Divines of both 
Perſwafions, to review the Liturgy, and make. ſuch Altera- 


tions as ſhall be thought: moſt neceſſary, and ſome Additionat 


Forms of Scripture phraſe, as neer as may be, ſuited unto the 
nature of ſeveral-parts of Worſhip, and thar it be left to the 


Minifters choice to uſe one, or other, at his diſcretion: So in ac-. 
. compliſhment thereof, Your: Majeſty among others,  dire&ed 


Your Commiſſion to be for the review of | the ſeveral Direftions, 
Rules, and Forms of Prayer, and things in the ſaid Book of Com» 
mon-Prayer png And (if occafion be) to make ſuch ſea» 
ſonable and neceſſary Alterations, Corre&ions, and Amend» 
ments thereof, as by and between us ſhall be agreed upon to be 
needfal, or expedient for the giving a ſatisfaCtion to tender 
conſciences, and reſtoring and continuance of Peace and Uniy 
in the Churci under Your Prote&ion and Government; and 
what we agree upon as needful or :expedient to bedone for the 
Altering, Diminiſhing, or Enlarging the {aid Book of Common» 
vhs 2" forthwith to certifie 2nd preſent it in Writing to Your 
Majeſty. | | | 1% 

In. Obedience to this Your Majeſties Commiſſios, - wee did 


with. 
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before any perſonal debate, we (honld bring in wriring all 


three of each part, about the {infulneſs of one of the Injun&i- 


_ uſe all juſt means to! diſcern the will of God, and whether 


with the Right Reverend Biſhops, who required of us that 


our Exceptions againſt the book of Common-Prayer, and afl 
the Additional Forms whyzch we deſired; Both which wee 
performed, and received from them 'an Anſwer to the firſt, 
and returned them our full Reply; The laſt week of our time 
being deſigned eo'perſonal- conference, was, at:the will of the 
Right Reverend Biſhops, ſpent in a particular diſpute with 


ons, from which we defired to-bee free, -and in ſome other 
Conference on the By. And though the account which wee 
are forced to give to your Majeſty of - the iſſue of onr Conſul- 
rations, 1s, that no Agreements 'are ſubſcribed. by us ro be of- 
feced to your Majeſty according to your expeRation; and 
though it'be none of our intent to caſt the leaſt unmeet re- | 
fle&ion upon the Right Reverend Biſhops, and Learned Bre- "I 
thren, who think not meet to yeild to any conſiderable Altera- 
tions, to the ends exprefſed in your Majeſties Commiſſion; yet 
we mult fay, that- it is ſome quiet t6 ot minds, that we have 
not been guilty of your :Majeſties, and your Subjects diſappoint-- 
ments, and: that we: account not your Majeſties Gracious 
Commiſſion, and our labour loft, having peace of conſcience 
in the diſcharge of our duty to God and you, that wee have 
been the ſeekers arid followers -of Peace; and havecearneftly 
Pleaded, and humbly: peticioned' for' it. And we humbly 
beſeech yonr Majeſty, to believe that'we own no Principles 
of Faftion or Diſobedienice; nor patronize the Errours or ob=- 
Racy OFany, 1 = ot ie 14 6 Ko 

It's granted ns by all,” that' nothing 'ſhoald *'bee command- 
ed us by man, which is contrary to-the word'of God : | that 
if it bee, and wee know it, 'we are bonnd not to perform it, 
God being the abſolute Univerſal Soveraign; That wee muſt 


- 


the commands of men be contrary to it; that if the command 
bee ſinful, and: any through the negle& of ſufficient ſearch, 
ſhall judge it lawful ; his culpable errour excuſeth not his do= 
ing it, from. being fin; and therefore as a reaſouable crea- 
ture maſt needs have a' judgement of diſcerning, that ke may 

3 _ rationally. 
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rationally obey atz fo 3s £490, the greateſt care. and dili- 
gence.to excerciſe it in the greateſt things, even in the obeying 
-of God, and ſaving of bis Soul; and that were a ſtrong pro- 
bability of great tin and danger lyeth before us, we muſt not 
raſhly run on without ſearch, ;and that to go on;againft Con- 
ſcience, even where it is miſtaken, '' is fin and danger to him 
that erreth. And on the other fide, we are remembred, that 
in things no way againſt the Laws of God, the Commands 
of our Governours muſt. be obeyed; bur if they command - 
what Gcd forbids, we muſt patier#ly- ſubmit co ſuffering, 
and For oul muſt be {ubje@& unto the higher Powers, for con» 
ſcience ſake, and not relift ;-,. The publick Judgement, civil, 
or eccleſiaſtical, belongeth onely to publick-perſons, and nor 
to..any private man ;. that no man muſt be canſeleſly, and 
pragmatically, inquiſitive ifato.the Reaions of his Superiours 
commands; - nor by pride and 4{elf-conceitednels, exalt his 
ow n, underſtanding. above. it's worth-and. office, but all-to.be 
madeftly, ; and humbly. ſelt-ſuſpitions5-that nons muſt ecraniy 
oufly pretend to :Gogs: Law, ;againft;.the juſt:command of bis 
Superiours, nor pretend the.doing of '/his dity to be fin ; that 
hee who ſuſpeReth his ,Superiours commands: to bee againſt + 
Gods Laws, muſt uſe, all means far fall Information, before 
hee ſertle 4n a cope gf: idifobeyingtheni; and that hee who 
indeed. diſcovereth any..ching. commanded:to-be.fin, though 
hee muſt agt do. it, muſt maynage;bis; opinion. with: very great 
tenderneſs and, care, of the publick Peace, and the honours 
of his Governours : Theſe. are our Principles : If weare other- 
wiſe repreſented to your Majeſty, we are miſ-repreſented ; 
If we.are agcuſed of- coptradifting thiemy-! we: humbly crave 
chat we, may nov be condemned, £1ll wee-bee-heard: | 
.'It.is the debre of our Souls to.contribute pur pants and inter- 
ets. to. the utmoſt, for the promoting of holzne(s, charity, 
unity, and, obedience to Rulers, in all, lawful things : But if 
wee {bould fin againft. God, becauſe we. axe commanded, 
who ſhall anſwer for:us,, or ſave us fipm..þis Juſtice? And 
wee humbly. crave, that it may.bee no juſt Graviarten of our 
_ difſenr,, that thereby we ſuppoſe Snpgiiours:way erre, ſeeing 

it. 3s but luppoling them to hee men rat yet in Heaven 3 __ 
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this map bes reputed: t9' every one that differetly in Opinion 
from another, And wee 'beſeech- Your' Majeſty to beleeve, 
that as wee ſeek ho/Frenter matters it the World than daily 
Bread, with liberty to'Preach the Goſpel, and Worlhip God 
accordme. to his Wor, : and the pratife of ' the . Pvimitive 


Churches; ſo wee hope it 15 not-througl Pufitlandinity,, and 


over-much renderneſſe of ſuffering, that wee have pleaded: ſo 
mucir for the avoiding of ſuffering, to our ſelves or others: 
May none'of our ſwfferings hinder the profperity of cheChureh, 
and the good of Souls, and wee have enough. And wee fup- 
poſe:thole thati think the- perfons imeonliderable 1 Number 
and Quality for whony wee: plead; will not” chearfttves be- 
leeve that'we have done this for popular applanfe > this were 
not ſo muety to feek the reward of Hypocrites, as to play the 
garne of Fools; 'feeins the applaniſe of: inconfiderable men' 
cati bee: but inconfiderable, -attd wee know: our ''(elves' thit 
wearelikethus tg offend thoſe eharareguor imconfiderdbley the” 
Lord thasifearcheth hearts;dotivknow:ehit nite notlo ntvelrthe' 
avoiding of -fatiering to our'{elves,, or:ahf particular perſon,” 
that 1s the end of our eadeavows, though this were no'Ambt- 
rious end ):as the peace and: welfare of the Church and King- 
dome, under Your Majeſties- Government, We know; that 
ſuppoting them who: are for tlie Ceremonies. to be-ay Pious' 
and Charitable'as the reſt, it cannot: (o nuckcoffend their that 
ahother-may forbearithem, as it muſt offend another eobefor-: 
ced to uſe them-;' and? we know' thar conſcientious men wilt 
not confent-to tie pradtifing of things m their jndgement nn- 
lawfull, when thoſe may yeild-rthax cownt3the matter indiffe- 
rens, And'for. the management'0fithis Treaty, it'beinz agreed 
at our firſt meeting, that nethingte reportedas:the words or 
ſenſe of either part, but what' is delivered by them in writing 
We humbly crave; that Your Majeſty receive no more. as ours, 
and that winat 1s charged on any partiaular perſon, he may be 
anaſwerable for himiel f 3 and though tie: Reverend Bifhops have 
not had time to-confider our Additions to the Licurgy, and of 
our Reply, that yet it may tbe confidered: before a Determina- 
tion be made. And though we feem to have laboured in vain, 
we ſhallyer lay this work of Reconciliation and Peace ar Your 
| Majeſties 
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*"Majefties feet, beſeechins you to.proſper. ſuch a biefſed Reſc» 
Jurion, cill it attain fucceſſe :: We muſt needs beleeve, that when 
Your Majeſty took our Conſent to a Liturgy tobe a foundation 
-that would infer our Concord, You meant not that we ſhould 

have no Concord, but þy conſenting to this Liturgy, without 
-any confiderable Alterations. ©; + *? OS} | 

And when You comforted us with Your Reclnitions to draw 

'us together, by yeilding on both ſides 1n what we could, You 

meant not that wee ſhould be the boat to. lay the banks thac 
fthould not. ſtir ; and when Your Majefty .commanded us by 
Letters Pattents to, meet abont ſuck Alterations as are need» 
full or expedient for giving fatisfafton to;tender Conſciences, 
and the reſtoring and continuing. of Pedce-and -b[nity, wee 
reſt aſſured, that it was not Your ſenſe that thoſe tender Con- 
ſciences were to be forced to prattiſe all which: they. judged 
unlawfn]l, and not ſo. much as. a Ceremony abated them, or 
that our Treaty was only to, convert either. party to the Opi- 
nion of another, and that all our hopes.of Concord and Liber- 
ty conſiſted only in diſputing the Bilbops into Non-conformity, 
or coming in every Ceremony to their minds. 

Finally(for Your Majefty,under God,isthe prote&ion where= 
to Your people flye, and as the ſame neceſſity ſtill remains 
which diew forth ;:Your Gracious Declaration) wee . moſt 
Humbly and :Earneſtly beſeech Your Majefty, that the benehie 
of the ſaid Declaration may be continued to Your people, and 
18 particular, that none be puniſhed or troubled for not uſing 
the Common-Prayer, till it be effetually reformed, and the 
Addition made, as there expreſt. We crave Your Majeſties 
Pardon for the tediouſneſſe- of this Addrefie, and (hall wait in 
hope; that ſo great ,a Calamity of Your people as will follow 
tre loſs of fo many able faithful Miniſters, as the rigorous Im- 
poſition would caft out, ſhall never be recorded in the Hiſtory 
of Your Reign, but that theſe impediments of Concord being 
forborn, Your Kingdome may flourith in Piety and Peace, that 

. this may be the ſignal honour of Your happy Reign, and Your 
agJ9y 11 the day of Your account, which 1s the prayer of | 


Torr Majefties Faithful and Obedient Subj efls, - 
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